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Attorney for Michelle Troconis asks 
that DNA samples not be used. B1 
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Major League Baseball delays 
season until mid-May. C2 
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Dante Cistulli, owner of Square Peg Pizzeria in Glastonbury, hands pizzas to a customer through a drive-thru window Monday. The drive-thru 
window had been dormant since being used by a previous restaurant. Cistulli had wanted to open the drive-thru window at some point and the 
takeout-only restaurant mandate due to coronavirus concerns expedited plans. 


Lamont orders bars, 
gyms, movie theaters 
closed; restaurants 
limited to takeout 


By ALEX PUTTERMAN, ELIZA FAWCETT 
AND CHRISTOPHER KEATING 


Saying that the federal government has 
failed to act quickly to slow the coronavirus 
outbreak, Gov. Ned Lamont joined the 
governors of New York and New Jersey in 
ordering a mass shutdown of bars, restau- 
rants, gyms and movie theaters in the three 
states beginning Monday evening. 

The growing coronavirus crisis now ex- 
tends to virtually all aspects of life, from 
workers who have been sent home or laid off, 
to the tribes voluntarily closing their casinos, 
to hospitals facing a shortage of medical 
equipment. 

As of Monday evening, the state had 41 
confirmed cases of COVID-19, the disease 
caused by the coronavirus, including 15 
additional cases in the past day. Of those 41 
cases, 29 are in Fairfield County (the majority 
centered in Westport) and four each in 
Hartford, New Haven and Litchfield counties. 

Westport officials announced Monday that 
20 town residents had tested positive for 
COVID4-19, making it the hub of Connecticut’s 
coronavirus outbreak. Additionally, the town 
of Milford announced its first resident had 
tested positive, and the state Department of 
Motor Vehicles said an executive who works 
in the Wethersfield office (but does not serve 
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U.S. Sen. Richard Blumenthal meets with 
small business owners Monday at the Metro- 
Hartford Alliance about the hardships down- 
town Hartford businesses are experiencing. 


Day's events 


> President Trump recommends people 
don’t gather in crowds larger than 10 people; 
says pandemic may send U.S. economy into a 
recession. 

> Spain emerges as new hot spot in spread of 
virus; Italy reports 349 more deaths in last 24 
hours. Page A5 

> Hospitals across Connecticut are hustling 
to prepare as the number of cases grows 
larger each day. Page B1 

> School districts in Connecticut push ahead 
with plans to feed and educate more than a 
half million children kept from classrooms. 
Page B1 

> The Connecticut Department of Labor 
has received nearly 8,000 new unemploy- 
ment claims. Page B1 


State businesses 
grapple with effects 
of coronavirus as 
slowdown begins 


By KENNETH R. GOSSELIN, AMANDA 
BLANCO AND LEEANNE GRIFFIN 


Efforts to slow the spread of COVID~-19 are 
having a significant, wide-ranging impact on 
business in Connecticut. The impact will 
continue after Gov. Lamont ordered the mass 
shutdown of bars, restaurants, gyms and 
movie theaters. 

“Retail, entertainment, tourism, they are 
feeling the most immediate impacts right 
now,” said Joe Brennan, president and chief 
executive of the Connecticut Business and 
Industry Association. “Others will feel it over 
time depending on the duration of this. If 
there is less business transacted depending 
on whether you are a law firm, an accounting 
firm, real estate agent, you go down the list of 
almost any occupation. If there is less 
business being transacted in certain in- 
stances, that’s going to have an impact on 
those businesses and those industries.” 

Restaurants and bars can continue food 
delivery and takeout, but Brennan noted that 
the economic slowdown will depend on the 
habits of the customer. 

“Some can still manage to do business 
remotely. It’s more what are your clients and 
customers doing?” he said. “If they are 
sheltering at home, then that’s going to have a 
certain diminishing factor on the amount of 
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Index records worst 
one-day loss since 
Black Monday in ’87 


By STAN CHOE AND 
DAMIAN J. TROISE 
Associated Press 


NEW YORK — The US. stock 
market plunged more than 12% 
Monday for its worst day in more 
than three decades as voices from 
Wall Street to the White House 
said the coronavirus is likely 
dragging the economy into a 
recession. 

The S&P 500 has plummeted 
nearly 30% since setting a record 
less than a month ago, and it’s atits 
lowest point since the end of 2018. 
Losses were steep Monday, accel- 
erating in the last half-hour of 
trading after President Donald 
Trump said the economy may be 
headed for a recession and asked 
Americans to avoid gatherings of 
more than 10 people. 

The plunge came even though 
the Federal Reserve rushed to 
announce a new round of emer- 
gency actions before markets 
opened for trading Monday. The 
moves are aimed at propping up 
the economy and getting financial 
markets running smoothly again, 
but they may have also raised fears 
even further. Investors are also 
waiting for the White House and 
Congress to offer more aid to an 
economy that’s increasingly shut- 
ting down by the hour. 

The Dow Jones Industrial Av- 
erage plunged 2,997 points, or 
12.9%, and like the S&P 500 had its 
worst loss since the Black Monday 
crash of 1987. It surpassed Thurs- 
day’s loss of 10% for the Dow. 

The market’s losses the last few 
weeks are the steepest since the 
2008 financial crisis dragged the 
economy into the Great Reces- 
sion. Trump and professional in- 
vestors say the stock market could 
bounce back strongly as soon as 
the health experts get the virus 
under control. 

The problem is that no one 
knows when that could be, and 
broad swathes of the economy are 
grinding closer to a standstill. 

Monday’s selling began im- 
mediately on Wall Street, sharp 
enough to trigger a temporary 
trading halt for the third time in 
the last two weeks. Losses were 
even sharper in Europe before 
paring, and major indexes there 
fell from 4% to 6%. Oil lost 9.5% 
and has more than halved this 
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US tells older people to stay home, all to avoid crowds 


Trump now says pandemic may cause recession 


By JONATHAN LEMIRE, 
ANDREW TAYLOR 

AND JILL COLVIN 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — The White 
House on Monday urged all older 
Americans to stay home and 
everyone to avoid crowds and 
eating out at restaurants as part of 
sweeping guidelines meant to 
combat an expected surge of 
coronavirus cases. 

President Donald Trump, in a 
marked shift in tone about a crisis 
that has enveloped the globe, for 


the first time acknowledged that 
the pandemic may send the US. 
economy into a recession and 
suggested that the nation may be 
dealing with the virus until ‘July 
or August.” 

The guidelines, which would 
rewrite the norms of American 
society for half a month, were 
released as the U.S. government 
tried to blunt the impact of an 
expected surge of coronavirus 
cases, racing to bolster testing and 
aid even as the financial markets 
tumbled. 

Among the new recommenda- 


tions: Over the next 15 days, 
Americans should not gather in 
groups of more than 10 people, 
schooling should be at home and 
discretionary travel and social 
visits should be avoided. If anyone 
in a household tests positive for 
the virus, everyone who lives 
there should stay home. The 
administration did not define 
what an older American was in 
terms of the recommendation to 
stay home. 

“We will rally together as one 
nation and we will defeat the 
virus,’ Trump said. “We can turn 
the corner and turn it quickly” 

The president, in an appear- 


ance in the White House briefing 
room, when asked when the 
pandemic would subside, said that 
“if we do a really good job” the 
crisis could pass by the height of 
summer. That was a far less 
optimistic take than in his earlier 
predictions that it could be over 
within weeks. 

He also acknowledged that the 
virus, which has battered the 
global markets, may send the 
nation’s economy into a recession, 
a potentially brutal blow for an 
incumbent in an election year. 

Trump was unusually somber 
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MIC SMITH/AP 


A police officer carries a protec- 
tive mask around his gun belt on 
Monday in North Charleston, 
South Carolina. 
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